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also reduce their house to a state of such ceremonial impurity
(sutaka) that no one would be able to drink or eat in it.
But if once this auspicious sraddha has.been performed, no
sutaka can attach itself to the house (unless the person so
inconsiderately dying were a very near relative indeed), and
so without any harm people can feast there. Of course, if the
death of a very near relative takes place, sutaka automatically
occurs, and the whole ceremony has to be postponed
The size of the booth depends, in the bride's house, on the
length of her forearm, being either four or seven times the length
measured from elbow to finger tip ; at the bridegroom's house
his arm is used as the unit, and so Indian children, if they are
wise, will grow as big and long-armed as possible, -in order to
reap the benefit on their own wedding day.
Until the actual marriage the bridegroom must never enter
the bride's wedding-booth, nor any other that may have been
erected in the town.
At both houses now, for the five or eight days that intervene
between the erection of the booth and the wedding, guests are
entertained at midday breakfast and latfe dinner, and from
this time the expense really begins. A Nagara host, for
instance, expects to entertain about a hundred guests for five
days before and five days after the wedding, and to spend
anything from six hundred rupees upwards in doing so. Of
course for many people a wedding is the only time when they
entertain their friends, and takes the place, for the ladies, as we
have seen, of our dinners and dances and garden parties,
So the ladies get up about five in the morning, bathe and
array themselves in their best clothes, which during all these
five days are of silk and on the great day should be of gold
brocade, and which may be of any colour -save black. They
all wear a great deal of jewellery, including ornaments in their
noses, and have the auspicious marks on their foreheads.
It might be thought that, with so many guests coming to
dine, the ladies of the house would be very busy cooking, or
superintending the cooking, for that is usually the women's